





In the sections about 739 Squadron a number
of names spring to life and there are not many
pages of this fascinating story which do not
include photographs, both colour and black
and white.

Any proceeds from the sale of the book go to
ATC charities for the benefit of cadets in the
Central and East Yorkshire Wing.

‘WINGS OF YOUTH'’ is on sale at the Barbi-
can Bookshop in York, the Yorkshire Air
Museum Shop at Elvington, York, or direct
from Ray Kidd. The price of the book to OSA
members is £12.50 plus £2.60 p+p if applica-
ble. As the proceeds all go to ATC charities
after printing costs have been met, and
cheques should be made payable to the Cen-
tral & East Yorks Wing Welfare Fund.

Ray Kidd can be contacted at:

14 Danesmead Close

Fulford

York

Y010 4QU

Tel 01904 656525

Email raykidd@acorps.fsnet.co.uk

‘Wings of Youth’ - Extracts
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awarded his Cadet Force Medal in 1952. He
believed that for many years he was the only
holder of the award in Scarborough. Although
a stickler where drill and discipline were con-
cerned, he was always able to see the humor-
ous side of one of his favourite tales. This
related to a particular church parade when the
squadron was heading for St. Columbus
Church. “We were marching along Northway
and the leaders were so engrossed in their
marching that they marched right past the
church. They turned up minutes late for the
service, looking rather sheepish”.

Masterpiece of ill-timing

Ex-739 cadet Leslie Hartzig recalls that one
particular Friday night during the early days,
the squadron assembled for parade in the
lower playground as was customary (their
Headquarters was the local High School). At
this point the cadets were unaware of the fact
that this was to be no ordinary parade just for
roll call purposes, as the Regional Comman-
dant, Air Commodore Sydney Smith was to
inspect the squadron. It was particularly un-
fortunate for the small party of cadets who
chose this particular time to liven up what was
usually a dull part of the evening. As pre-
arranged at muster, they quietly slipped away
from the parade, entered the school building
and made their way up to a laboratory, which
was conveniently placed directly above the
parade area. It also had a large window open-
ing onto the playground. Suitably armed with
homemade water bombs and having primed
their colleagues on parade to panic at the ap-
propriate time, they carried out their plot and
threw the bombs down onto the parade. By
this time the formalities were under way and
all the cadets on parade stood fast, fearful of
the repercussions that were bound to follow.
Physics master Flying Officer Cyril Isherwood
realised what had happened, dashed upstairs
and caught the miscreants red-handed. Retri-
bution did follow with the culprits, one of
whom was a prominent and high achieving
pupil, being suitably punished.
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Flight Lieutenant George
Dove CGM DFM RAFVR(T)

The aircrew with whom our cadets flew in the
early days were brave and battle hardened
men. One of our former squadron commanders
was no exception, Flight Lieutenant George
Dove was the Officer Commanding 739
(Scarborough) Squadron from 1960-70.

He <came to the ATC after
distinguished service with the RAF. He was
awarded the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal,
which is second only to the Victoria Cross in
awards for outstanding bravery. He was also
awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal in
recognition of his many operations, 40 in all,
with Bomber Command.

Whilst George was quite reticent about his
flying days, his story is told in some detail in
the WH Smith publication ‘The Last of the
Many’.

Liquid Gold

739 Squadron has never been reluctant to face
new challenges, particularly when tackling
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditions. Back
in 1983 canoeing was tried for a change.

After a busy preparation period of borrowing
and repairing equipment, route planning and
provisioning, the party of 6 finally set off on
the first stage of the journey on 23rd October.
Entering the River Derwent at Malton they
paddled for a distance of 64 miles in 4 stages.

They first headed down river to Stamford
Bridge, finally reaching their destination after
dark, having failed to estimate the time that
negotiating the 3 weirs en-route would take.
Still on the Derwent, they next made for Bub-
with.

Day 3 saw the party paddling a distance of 17
miles when they encountered the first tidal
barrage near Drax Power Station before going
past Goole to the village of Swinefleet. Much
later, pulling onto the shingle beach before the
Humber Bridge the party had traversed a fur-
ther 18 miles.

As with all DEA expeditions, their personal
qualities, endurance and skills had been tested
to the full and despite momentary misgivings
of perhaps not making it, they had won
through.

The late Flight Lieutenant
Gareth Beeley

was the Officer Commanding 739
(Scarborough) Squadron at the time of the
above expedition. He was a champion of ad-
venturous training activities and of Duke of
Edinburgh Award expeditions. In addition to
the many weekend camps that he organised
for his cadets at Low North Camp, a former
Army camp situated near to Harwood Dale, he
did much to promote a wider interest in orien-
teering in the Wing.

Aircraft Recognition

From the beginning of air cadet activities, air-
craft recognition has featured prominently in
the training syllabus. In the early days it
formed an essential part of the preparation of
young men who were to volunteer for wartime
aircrew selection. An abundance of recognition
books was available in bookshops across the
country, in addition to official journals and
cards supplied from official sources. Apart
from the opportunities that were frequently
available by merely glancing skywards, much
assistance was also given by the Royal Ob-
server Corps.

The Gordon Quaife Trophy

A cadet at 739 (Scarborough) Squadron during
the wartime years, Gordon Quaife went on to
join the RAF where he flew Gloster Meteors.
Sadly on a routine training flight in 1955, the
aircraft crashed and Gordon was killed. A year
later his mother presented a trophy in his
memory. It would be awarded annually for the
best all-round cadet. Recipients of the award
were Cdt Broadrick in 1956, F/Sgt Cooper in
1957 and Cdt Porter in 1958. The following
year the trophy was accidentally destroyed by
fire and only by a massive stroke of luck, was it
to reappear and be refurbished by the CO



Flight Lieutenant Gareth Beeley. The trophy is
still competed for annually and so Gordon's
name lives on.

Wartime

The Initial Training Wing was much seen on
Scarborough’s sea front as trainee aircrew was
introduced to the delights of ‘square-bashing’
(drill). Infrequently, a descending parachute
would be seen, giving some young man the
chance to fight again, possibly later that day.

On the receiving end, Scarborough was the
subject of enemy aerial activity which varied
from such nights as the blitz when ETW Den-
nis & Sons the printers was gutted and a great
deal of other damage inflicted, to nuisance
raids as enemy raiders perhaps dropped the
odd bomb as they passed overhead. Well over
3,000 homes were destroyed or damaged. Such
was the case one Sunday evening in September
1941, when a low flying aircraft flew over the
family home, followed quickly by two loud
explosions. The first of these shook the house
badly, demolished a pair of semis about a
hundred yards away, whilst the second one hit
the old Scarborough to Whitby railway line,
tossing a section of rail into the nearby trees, at
the same time killing a local person. In those
days, people never complained about low
flying aircraft, they were just thankful when it
was ‘one of ours’.

On the domestic scene, food rationing, the
blackout, ‘sleeping’ under the bed downstairs
when the siren was accompanied by ominous
sounds of activity, changed the complexion of
life at home. Being out-housed to nearby
homes when the siren went during school
time, and time spent in the open when we
shared classrooms with the many evacuees
who came from Hull and Middlesbrough
(18,000 were added to the local populace),
were more attractive aspects of those years.
My father, who was lucky to escape with
his life while serving in the trenches in
WWI, was too old to serve in this later
Having a small grocer’s shop, he
would have to take a double turn of fire

war.
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This sometimes lasted from dusk to dawn.

Valuable time on a Sunday was taken up
counting food coupons that had to match his
sale of provisions (a requirement of the Minis-
try of Food).

Although he was ably assisted by my
mother, it was a laborious business.
The vast amount of hours that many of
the civilian population put in at that
time was quite incredible and came on
top of all the worries and anxieties of

those times. Although so many people
lived in much more dangerous
surroundings, it was quite clear that

successive generations had to be spared
this kind of experience if at all possible.

LATE NEWS

Basil Melton (1932-37)

has advised us of the deaths of George
Wardell and of Alan Hill and provided the
following notes, in the case of Alan, provided
by himself.

George Wardell (1932-37)

a former class-mate of Basil’s, died in Septem-
ber 2004. George lived in Ramsey Street during
his school years and afterwards worked in the
Treasurer’s Department of Scarborough Coun-
cil before moving on to ‘pastures new’. He will
be remembered by some of the Scarborough
members.

Alan Charles Hill (1930-35)
Alan was born on 22nd November 1919, in
London.

When he was 10 his parents moved to Scarbor-
ough, where he attended SBHS. On leaving at
the age of 16 he joined FW Plaxton and Son
Limited, Vehicle Body Builders, but his target
was Duple Motor Bodies at Hendon, who were
then the leading manufacturers of luxury
coaches. By good fortune it was possible to
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take up an Indenture Apprenticeship with | join the Pressed Steel Company Ltd at Ox-
them, initially as Assistant Designer in the | ford as Senior Development Engineer.
drawing office. WWII resulted in the com-
pany linking with London Transport, Park
Royal Vehicles and others to form London
Aircraft Production. This group manufac-
tured 710 Halifax bombers, and flight tested
them from their airfield at Leaversham, Wat- | Alan became President of The Institute of
ford. Body Engineers, and President of The British
Carriage and Automobile Manufacturers.

Subsequently a number of executive engi-
neering appointments followed in design
and manufacturing and many visits were
made to car plants in the USA, and Europe.

Promotion led to Ian becoming Chief Engi-
neer, Planning/Production for the front fuse- | Subsequently the Pressed Steel Company
lage. With the return of peace, he became in | merged with The British Motor Corporation,
charge of experimental work on ‘all metal’ | then again with British Leyland .

bodywork. At 60 Jan grasped the opportunity to take

A decline in Duple’s fortunes led Alan to | early retirement.
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A NOTE FROM LYNDON WAINWRIGHT

Some months ago Lyndon was commissioned by Harper Collins to write an instruction

manual on ballroom dancing for non-dancers. He was assisted by Lynda King. The hard

backed book, with 256 pages and many photographs is called “Let’s Dance” and will be
published around the end of October at £18.99.
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PALM COURT

224 26 2626 2 2 2

HOTEL
RAC a4 & AA
St. Nicholas Clitt - Scarborough - North Yorkshire - YO11 2ES
Telephone (01723) 368161 Fax (01723) 371547

The Palm Court is a 3 Star Hotel with a superb central location and guaranteed free covered
parking, minutes to the beach, town centre, theatres, Spa.

All 47 bedrooms en-suite with colour television, tea / coffee facilities, telephone. Ideal for the
discerning conference delegate offering in-house conference facilities in the hotel's purpose built
conference suite.

The elegant Rosedale Restaurant offers full traditional English breakfast, Table D'Hote and A la
Carte evening dinner. Adjacent is the Troutsdale Ballroom which is available for private functions
or a conference suite seating up to 200 guests.

Other facilities include Indoor heated Swimming Pool, Cocktail Bar, Lift to all floors, Weekend,
midweek, weekly breaks all year, Saturday Dinner Dances, Christmas and New Year breaks.

Rates: B & B £44.00 - £53.00
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G.T.Garages (Scarborough) Ltd.

Columbus Ravine, Scarborough.

01723 36079108 &\

www.gigarages.com e-mail-sales Hglgarages.com
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supply of Electrical Power

for Outdoor & Indoor
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Plug into a totally professional
electrical service, call

01723 581515

DEI Electrical Services Limited
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Edison House, Dunslow Road,
Eastfield, Scarborough YO11 3UT
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